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VISITORSTO CANADA f rom the United States 
frequently say that Canada is “British” o r  “French,” and British visitors 
dub  Canada “American”; neither assessment is correct. Explaining 
Canada has taxed the ingenuity of Canadian newsmen, educators, 
historians, writers and politicians. Three quotations seem particularly 
relevant in providing a background in which to set this short discussion 
of some Canadian cooperative projects. In  addition, a list of sources for 
further research is appended. 
Hugh MacLennan, one of the best-known names in Canadian 
literature, declares of Canada: “I value this country precisely because it 
is too subtle an organism for anyone to make an ‘image’ of it-unless an 
artist of the Picasso school went to paint a perfectly coherent face 
turned inside out and outside in and looking in three directions at 
once.”’ 
William Lewis Morton, author of many historical works, summarizes 
in The Candian Identity: 
Canada exists in America by the operation of geography, the needs 
of imperial strategy, the development of an historical tradition, and 
the conscious will of the Canadian people. It is not, more than other 
states, an historical accident or  an artificial creation. It is an attempt 
to develop in a particular North American environment a civilization 
European in origin and American in evolution. Certain factors in its 
history and circumstances give a distinctive character to the 
development and existence of Canada. It is an attempt to maintain a 
modern nation-state, with an industrialized economy using a high 
technology, on a semi-continental scale, in a climate ranging from 
north temperate to arctic. It is an endeavour to allow two cultures 
to flourish in one political nationality. It is, finally, an effort to 
Elizabeth Homer Morton is library consultant, Ottawa, Canada,  and  formerly Executive 
Director of the Canadian Library Association. 
OCTOBER, 1975 [3991 
E L I Z A B E T H  HO.MER M O R T O N  
preserve a slowly evolved independence as the intimate neighbour of 
a great world power under the stress and novelty of the power 
politics of the nuclear age.”’ 
Henr?- Marshall Tory, president of four Canadian universities, 
differentiates betu.een the creeds of the English, the Americans and 
the Canadians: “The  English creed: ‘As i t  was in the beginning, is 
rioLv, and eLer shall be, tvorld without end,  Amen’; the American: ‘As it 
as in the beginning, is now, and by gosh it’s got to stop’; the Canadian: 
‘‘4s i t  rvas in  the beginning, is no\+.,and ladies and gentlemen, if we are  
going to make any changes we will appoint a Royal Commission to tell 
us how it is to be done.’ ”3  
Canada on its political independence without using revolutionary 
means and without losing its sense of respect and affectionate regard 
for its motherland, probably a legacy of its Loyalist influx from the 
I’nited States, 50,000 of i\.honi settled in Canada, and most of whom 
had approved of many of the aims of the American Revolution, but 
found themselves on the wrong side because they believed that with 
patience, reforms \vould come without civil war. Canada’s pattern of 
confederation has been of particular interest to other Commonwealth 
countries. With the second largest area in the world, a small population 
(approximately 22 million), two official languages, forty publication 
languages and more tlian fifty spoken dialects, Canada has learned to 
sol\.e its problems by various methods ofconsultation and cooperation, 
using the instrument noted bv Tory-the Royal Commission. 
Canadian library cooperation began as early as 1850, instituted by 
Egerton Ryerson, founder of the educational system of IJpper Canada 
(now Ontario) and Joseph Howe, Kova Scotia’s Provincial Secretary, 
who lvas responsible for education and famous for his championship of 
the freedom of  the press. These men developed liaison between 
schools and communities to establish the school district libraries “so 
that if a county possessed five thousand volumes, each district in it 
could have access to the hole."^ The  scheme was moderately successful 
in Ontario, but less so in Nova Scotia. T h e  Ontario scheme was phased 
out in 1880, and the Yova Scotia one became inactive even earlier, due 
in part to unsuitable book selection. 
With the passage of the British North America Act, education 
became a provincial responsibility. T h e  first free public libraries were 
established in 1883 in Ontario. Shortly thereafter, James Bain, J r .  was 
urging that, in the interest of Ontario and its capital (Toronto), a 
common,  pro\.incial, free reference library be maintained and  
accessible to every person in the province and that students in all parts 
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of the prokince share in the use of the books. He suggested that books 
from the Toronto Public Library, the Ontario Legislative Library and 
the Canadian Institute be combined in a nucleus collection. The  results 
of this plea were negligible, as were the efforts in 1900 to form a 
Canadian library association. In  1901, however, the first provincial 
library association, the Ontario Library Association (OLA), was 
established. The  OLA provided a platform for airing library problems, 
for discussion, and eventually for sponsoring some cooperative 
enterprises. Article 2 of the Constitution, adopted in 1901, stated the 
association’s goal: “furthering of such cooperative work as shall 
improve results.” E.A. Hardy advocated issuing special bibliographies, 
gathering and  preserving local history, library depositories of 
newspapers, and library affiliation with county historical societies. 
A noteworthy cooperative experiment took place in 1930 in British 
Columbia’s Fraser  Valley Union Library, where varieties o f  
government units (cities, district municipalities, villages and school 
districts) united to provide library service. This experiment promoted 
the idea of the larger unit, now an accepted pattern in the Atlantic and 
Pacific provinces, the northern territories and parts of Quebec, and 
gaining acceptance throughout the Prairie provinces and Ontario. 
Before World War 11, Canadian library collections had developed 
slowly. In university, special, goaernment and large public libraries, 
there was much dependence on interlibrary loans. Except for some 
serial collections there was no union catalog. The  developing scientific 
library services-led by Tory, the first full-time president of the 
National Research Council (NRC) of Canada, and Margaret S. Gill, the 
council’s librarian-were generous in loans not only to all types of 
libraries but also to private researchers. The  newly established NRC 
library in turn depended heavily on loans from the university libraries, 
and particularly on the cooperation of G.R. Lomer, librarian of McGill 
Ilniversity, W.S. Wallace, librarian of the l’niversity of Toronto, and 
libraries in the United States and overseas. A commission of enquiry, 
which issued a report in 1933, recommended the establishment of a 
national library association as a “rallying point for all Canadian library 
activity, a clearing-house for library information.”j 
With the outbreak of World War 11, cooperation with overseas and 
U.S. libraries dwindled. Canadian action was called for. The  Canadian 
Library Council Inc., was incorporated in 1943, “to promote library 
service and librarianship in Canada, to give consideration to all matters 
submitted by its members, and generally to provide counsel, guidance, 
and leadership in all matters pertaining to o r  affecting library 
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development  th roughou t  the  Dominion.” T h e  council  
included in its membership the library associations of Alberta, 
British Columbia, Xanitoba, the Maritimes, Ontario, Quebec, and 
Saskatchewan. A full-time office was opened in the NRC and on 
August 2,  1944, a brief was presented to the House of Commons 
Special Committee on Reconstruction and Re-establishment. The  brief 
included a section on coordination and cooperation which stressed 
problems of interlibrary loans, photostats, microduplication and  
cooperative purchasing. An appendix by Elizabeth Dafoe discussed the 
need for a union catalog of holdings across the nation. 
The  Canadian Library Association (CLA) was created in 1946 at a 
conference of the Canadian Library Council; Freda Farrell Waldon, 
chief librarian of Hamilton Public Library, was named president. 
Waldon made the national library the association’s priority and invited 
the learned societies of Canada to join the CLA in presenting a brief to 
the Prime Minister of Canada on December 18, 1946. This brief was 
discussed with the Secretary of State on  January 2 3 ,  1947, by 
representatives of the Royal Society, the Social Science Research 
Council, the Canadian Historical A4ssociation, the Canadian Political 
Science Association and  the CLA. T h e  brief was very practical; 
discussion concentrated on the immediate services to be instituted, 
with estimated costs. Groups throughout Canada cooperated in 
sending resolutions and letters to the government, and in studying the 
services given by national libraries of bilingual countries with situations 
comparable to the one in Canada-e.g., Switzerland. In  1948 the 
government appointed W. Kaye Lamb, librarian of the University of 
British Columbia, to the post of Dominion Archivist, with the special 
assignment of establishing a National Library Advisory Committee. 
This committee included representatives from every province. Staff 
was recruited and on May 1, 1950, the Bibliographic Centre was 
established to begin work on a union catalog as the first step toward a 
national library. T h e  libraries of Canada gladly cooperated. 
IJntil 1950, Canada’s national bibliography was compiled by 
Toronto’s Public Reference Library, with cooperation from libraries 
across Canada. Lnde r  the direction of Jean Lunn, editor and head of 
technical services for the Bibliographic Centre, this function was 
transferred to the center and a section on government documents was 
included. The  title chosen for the new national bibliography was 
Canadiana. 
Prior to this development, the CLA, in cooperation with the libraries 
of Canada and with funds from the Rockefeller Foundation, engaged 
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in scholarly microfilming for  research purposes  of Canadian 
newspapers of historic interest. This microfilming has continued as a 
cooperative enterprise. The  Rockefeller grant pro\,ided equipment, a 
film bank, and preliminary research. T h e  undertaking has received 
occasional grants from the Canada Council and the Centenary Council 
to film specific groups of papers-e.g., those of New Brunswick and 
the eastern townships of Quebec, and papers giving accounts of the 
pre- and post-Confederation years. Otherwise, the enterprise has been 
conducted on  a pay-as-you-go basis. The  project has provided a new 
perspective on  Canadian history and the attitudes of the people. 
Canadian libraries seldom had complete newspaper files; nejvspapers 
were short-lived and publishers often went out of business with their 
publications. A CLA committee was appoin ted  to establish a 
cooperative effort to locate the newspapers. Assistance was sought 
from libraries, historians, and university departments of political 
science, economics, the social sciences, and history in the C . S . border 
states as well as Canada. The  national collections in Washington, D.C., 
t he  Uni ted  Kingdom a n d  France were also contac ted .  T w o  
considerations determined the choice of titles to be microfilmed: the 
subject matter contained in the paper, and the physical condition of the 
files. The  earlier papers, chiefly of greater interest to reference and 
historical workers are often well preser\,ed, having been printed on 
paper of high rag content. Newspapers of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries are not in as great demand, but they are quickly 
disintegrating having been printed on paper manufactured from 
wood pulp. A durable record should be made to preserve them for 
fu tu re  s tudy.  Eventuallv newspapers  of  both per iods wil l  be 
microfilmed. The  titles listed in the first catalog were those for which 
the association could locate fairly complete files and which are not 
likely to be filmed commercially. The  list selected by the association’s 
microfilm committee, after discussion with newspaper authorities, 
included those journals which gave leadership in political thought, 
reflected the opinions of the various sections of the country, and 
recorded its settlement, commercial enterprises, railway development, 
etc. In  order  to make the films easy to use, each reel contains a 
prefatory title card giving the title of the newspaper, frequency of 
publication, years filmed, sources of the copy, reel number,  and size of 
the original. Each year is preceded by a frame giving its year of issue. 
Notes are also inserted to indicate indexes, missing pages, repeated 
pages, pages with blurred printing, the end of the run,  number of 
exposures and feet of film, inclusive dates of photographing and 
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names of the operators. French titles and signs have been used for all 
French language neivspapers. A blank exposure has been left on the 
film where there is an issue missing so that if it is ever located it can be 
spliced in. Blank frames at regular intervals aid the reader in locating 
particular dates on the film. It was expected that this undertaking 
would inspire the provinces to begin microfilming their own papers; 
several provinces did so. However, there is still a need for CLA to 
cont inue fi lming. Recently, some early Canadian periodicals, 
scrapbooks and government documents have been included in the 
program. 
In 1948 the CLA produced an enlarged monthly Index to Canadian 
Periodicals and Documentarj F i l m ,  edited by Dorothy Chatwin, formerly 
Fvith the Kniversity of British Columbia Library. This publication was a 
successor to one formerly compiled by the Cniversity of Toronto 
Library, and was financially assisted by the Carnegie Corporation for 
three years. The  success of these cooperati1.e undertakings may be 
ascribed to the enthusiasm of the members throughout Canada and 
the hard-working, dynamic leadership given by those responsible for 
the various projects. 
In  1949, the go1,ernment appointed a Royal Commission on  
National Development in the Arts, Letters and  Sciences. T h e  
commission reported in 1951 on the eventual character and scope of 
the National Library, the activities, the manner in which they should be 
conducted, financed and controlled, and other  relevant matters. 
Members of the commission traveled 10,000 miles, held 224 meetings 
(of which 114 were public sessions), and received 462 briefs in the 
presentation of which more than 1,200 witnesses appeared for 
examinat ion.  T h e  commission was impressed by “ the  s turdy  
self-reliance of local communities.” More than ninety organizations 
discussed in detail the need for a national library and called for better 
service and collections, cataloging, procurement and  bibliographical 
services, periodical gu ides ,  nat ional  deposi tory collections, 
microduplication of out-of-print Canadiana, maps, music (including 
unpublished items), recordings, films, etc. 
The  Royal Commission recommended that a h’ational Library be 
established r$.ithout delay. T h e  National Library Act was passed by 
Parliament as an all-party measure in 1952 and became law on January 
1, 1953. W. Kaye Lamb was appointed the first national librarian and 
Guy Sylvestre, formerly with the Library of Parliament, succeeded him 
in 1969. A National Library building was officially opened in June 
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1968 during the twenty-third annual conference of the Canadian 
Library Association. 
The  Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada sponsored a 
report by Robert Downs on the resources of seventy Canadian 
academic and research libraries. When the 1968 Montreal Libraries for 
Tomorrow Conference convened to discuss the report, the National 
Librarian agreed to the universities’ request that a subject survey be 
made by the library’s Office of Library Resources. The  survey of the 
humanities and social sciences collections began immediately and was 
the first attempt to produce a subject quantitative analysis on a 
nationwide scale. T h e  report  o f  the survey is entitled Research 
Collections in Canadian Libraries: I ,  Universities, and is issued in both 
English and French. It has been followed by Research Collections. . . I I ,  
Special Studies, Part 1,Theatre Resources in Canadian Collections ; and Part 
2, Federal Government ‘Libraries Collections. A nationwide study of 
collections in law libraries is in progress. These studies owe their 
existence to the cooperation of the libraries surveyed and the National 
Library Resources Survey Division (formerly the Office of Library 
Resources). The  university survey is statistical, with the subjects 
arranged by the Library of Congress classification. T h e  report 
provides evidence of the collection’s strength or  weakness for those 
dealing with the rationalization of graduate research. 
The  National Research Council, mentioned earlier for its leadership 
in the interlibrary lending of scientific and technological works, was 
declared the National Science Library in 1966; in 1974 it became the 
Canadian Institute for Scientific and Technical Information (CISTI). 
T h e  foregoing examples demonstrate the random cooperation 
up  to the late 1960s. Several universities-e.g., Laval, Toronto, 
Saskatchewan, Simon Fraser and Guelph--had experimented with 
automation and were generous in sharing their experiences and 
results. With the 1970scame a trend toward systematized cooperation, 
mainly centered around the National Library and CISTI.  T h e  
National Librarian, Guy Sylvestre, appointed specific task forces 
comprised of librarians and specialists from the Canadian library 
community to study and make recommendations on specific projects. 
Certain problems peculiar to Canada received attention and solutions 
were devised, such as the development of a list of subject headings in 
English and French on Canadian topics, classification schedules of 
Canadian history and literature, and the classification of Canadian law 
in Library of Congress class KE. Papers on these topics were presented 
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at a joint workshop of the Canadian and Ontario Associations of 
College and University Libraries on October 29, 1973. 
The union catalog currently includes approximately 13 million 
cards, and the rate of reporting is 1.5million cards annually, with about 
320 libraries reporting. The  methods of reporting acquisitions and 
withdrawals differ. For example, the province of Nova Scotia has a 
provincial union catalog of  printed materials, films, records, 
microfilms, etc., held by the eleven regional libraries, the legislative 
and provincial libraries and the cooperating university, college, special 
and government libraries of  the province. As acquisitions and 
withdrawals a re  reported to the province, this information is 
forwarded to Ottawa. In recent years there has been discussion of 
automating this catalog, but action has been delayed awaiting decisions 
regarding the automation of the National Union Catalogue. With 
on-line services from the National Union Catalogue to the Provincial 
Union Catalogue, a great deal of  manual work may be avoided and 
service may be expedited for both catalogs. In  provinces without 
provincial union catalogs other reporting methods are used. While the 
usefulness of the National Union Catalogue as an aid to library 
resource sharing can hardly be overrated, its enormous size and 
continued growth present a considerable maintenance problem. A 
critical look at the catalog was badly needed. 
The  Canadian Union Catalogue Task Group was appointed on 
October 14, 1972. I t  recommended-and agreement  has 
followed-that the existing card catalog be closed and a new automated 
catalog system developed. In  the first phase, only the National Library 
staff will be able to access the catalog on-line, but gradually other 
Canadian libraries will be directly connected by terminals. Eventually, 
offices and homes could be incorporated in the network, which would 
include books, periodicals, films, recordings, maps and  o ther  
audiovisual materials. Its bibliographical records would be complete 
up to the minimum Canadian MARC reporting level, known as 
mini-MARC. The  system would eventually provide for a national 
cataloging support program; it would also provide a back-up service 
for the SDI (Selective Dissemination of Information) program, and 
would be bilingual. There would be a number of regional bibliographic 
centers-for example, the Provincial Union Catalogue of Nova Scotia. 
It was suggested that the present National Union Catalogue be 
published and disseminated throughout the country and that entries 
for the future National Union Catalogue begin with the cutoff date of 
the old one, It was also suggested that this system be on-line for ease 
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and speed of maintenance, and accessible to other libraries on-line. 
The  task force had learned that scores of union list projects were in 
preparation across Canada, with some duplication. Coordination was 
recommended. A subgroup had already been established “to study the 
problems associated with the development of a Canadian national 
serials data base and to make recommendations to the Canadian IJnion 
Catalogue Task Group for its creation and use in connection with 
national and regional union lists’’-all of which must be related to the 
International Serials Data System (ISDS) and to the CONSER 
(conversion of serials) project. As in the case of other  studies 
under taken  u n d e r  contract for  the planning o f  the national 
bibliographic data base, the National Library involves other libraries as 
much as possible in its planning and development work. A contract 
with York IJniversity led to the establishment of an international 
project for the creation of a serials data base. The  National Library, 
together with the Library of Congress and other large North American 
libraries, will be participating in the CONSER project which aims at 
creating a serials data base of 200,OOO to 300,000 titles in two to three 
years. This data base will be made available to the project participants. 
The  National Library will use the machine-readable records received 
from the CONSER project as the basis of  a Canadian serials 
bibliographic data base. The  data base will be used to produce national, 
regional o r  local union lists as required by Canadian libraries. 
In January 1973 the National Library was designated the ISDS 
national center for Canada and was in operation by mid-1974. In 1972, 
the Canadian MARC Task Force submitted to Guy Sylvestre its 
recommendation for Canadian MARC formats for monographs and 
serials. The  Canadian MARC Communication Format: Monographs was 
published in 1973, the Canadian MARC Communication Format: Serials in 
1974. The  format structure, the character sets, and the magnetic tape 
labeling specifications in the Canadian and LC MARC formats are 
compatible. The  major difference between Canadian and LC MARC 
formats is the Canadian use of additional fields and subfields to 
provide bilingual record access points. 
The  Canadian MARC Tapes Pilot Distribution Project was devised 
in 1973 to assess the benefits of a regular distribution of Canadian 
MARC records to the Canadian library community. Participating 
Canadian libraries were limited to those subscribing to the LC MARC 
tape service and those with representation on the MARC Task Group; 
a total of seven universities, two government departments, one 
university library system and  one  college cooperative system 
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participated. The  following statement was reported in December 
1974: 
Since January 1973 the National Library has been distributing 
Lveekly Canadian hlXRC tapes to the participants in the Canadian 
>lARC Tape  Pilot Distribution Project. 4 report on this project, 
which ended in December 1974, will  be available in 1975. A 
Canadian MARC Tape Distribution Service was established in 1975 
to distribute Canadian MARC records on  a weekly basis to 
subscribers. Further plans of the National Library include. . .the 
distribution of MARC records received f rom other  national 
libraries. The  purpose of this service is to make these foreign MARC 
records available to those Canadian libraries which want to use them 
in their cataloguing systems. 
T h e  National Library is now planning the development and 
implementation of a national data  base of machine-readable 
bibliographic records in the Canadian MARC Format which will 
integrate the Canadian Union Catalogue. As one of the first steps in 
the development of this data base, retrospective MARC data bases 
will be acquired for British Library and Library of Congress MARC 
records. Arrangements  a re  being made to exchange cur ren t  
Canadian MARC tapes for current British Library and LC MARC 
tapes. MARC tapes of other countries will be exchanged when they 
become available. Canadian MARC records a n d  records in  
mini-MARC format received from Canadian libraries for the Union 
Catalogue will be added to the data which will be searchable by ISBN, 
LC card and  other  national control numbers and  authodtit le 
compression codes. Libraries will be able to obtain copies of current 
tapes o r  specific records from the National Library for use in their 
processing systems. 
Thus ,  bibliographic information issued by countries producing 
national MARC tapes will be available to Canadian libraries in 
machine-readable form through this MARC records distribution 
ser \ke .  It is expected that subscribers will have two basic options. 
They (1) receive one tape each week containing the cumulations of 
all tapes received at the National Library during the previous week; 
o r  (2) select records from a complete file of MARC records in the 
Canadian national data base. 
T h e  benefits of this MARC records distribution s e n '  'ire are  
ob\-ious. In  the context of the Cniversal Bibliographic Control, the 
National Library will provide Canadian libraries with MARC records 
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supplied by various countries. MARC records submitted to the 
Canadian LJnion Catalogue by Canadian libraries could also be 
available for distribution. This service would greatly reduce the 
original cataloguing done by individual libraries, cut processing costs 
and avoid duplication of work.6 
This MARC records distribution service is expected to be available 
soon. A survey of possible users will be undertaken in the near future to 
determine how the service should work and which are the most 
practical options to provide. Agreement has been reached regarding 
the exchange of  Canadian and LC MARC tapes “to make the widest 
possible distribution and use of each other’s tapes for the benefit of all 
libraries.”’ 
While the National Library is responsible for the humanities and the 
social sciences, the pure and applied sciences are the responsibility of 
the National Science Library of Canada (NSL), which began as a small 
resource collection serving the scientific staff of the newly organized 
laboratories of the NRC. In 1953 it was agreed that the NRC Library 
would strengthen its resources in science and technology to keep pace 
with the council’s growing requirements and to meet the needs of 
individuals and libraries outside of Ottawa. 
The  library in fact, if not in name, was already the National Science 
Library. This 1953 agreement was ratified by legislation in 1966 and 
further strengthened in 1970 by a Cabinet directive. Its present 
mandate is “to develop, under the general direction of the National 
Librarian, a national scientific and technical information (STI) system, 
or  more correctly a national network of scientific and technical 
information services.”8 Jack E. Brown, director since 1957, notes that 
over the years, the NSL’s resources have been continuously developed 
in close cooperation with all major libraries in Canada.g These resources 
and services are designed to complement and supplement local 
resources, and to provide essential back-up to the information services 
provided by the NSL’s staff of information specialists. T h e  
linking of these national STI resources into a national library network 
was achieved by 1957, through publication of the Union List of Scientfic 
Serials in Canadian Libraries. By 1974 the resources of 245 university, 
federal, provincial and industrial libraries had been linked and made 
nationally available through the Union List, issued both in printed and 
microfiche form, and with the NSL serving as its keystone. Canadian 
scientific and technical communities have ready access to the contents 
of  some 46,000 different serial publications and journals which 
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account for at least 80 percent of the world’s scientific and technical 
literature. 
A second network within this developing national system was 
inaugurated in 1969 with the establishment of the Canadian Selective 
Dissemination of  Informat ion  Program (CANISDI) .  T h i s  
computer-based service continuously alerts subscribers to the existence 
of recently published papers covering their specific fields of interest. 
.4t present, the interest profiles of 2,010 subscribers are searched 
against fourteen data bases to ser\’e approximately 6,000 end-users 
seeking information in the various fields of science, engineering and 
medicine. This system is unique for several reasons: it is national in 
scope; the technique enables users to access any of fourteen source 
tapes with one interest profile, to switch from one tape to another and  
to tap the information content of several tapes without major changes 
in search terms o r  search logic; and the service is a decentralized 
one wherein some 500 search editors, trained by the NSL and located 
in all parts of Canada, serve as an interface between the CANISDI 
services and the ultimate users. The  NSL ensures that all papers cited 
on the tapes are available either at the NSL or  other,  readily accessible 
centers in Canada and pro\,ides photocopies of cited papers which 
cannot be obtained from local sources. 
During 1974, the  CANISDI program was augmented by the 
Canadian On-Line Enquiry system (CANIOLE). This third network, a 
system for on-line retrospective searching of large bibliographic files, 
presently operates through fifteen terminals throughout Canada. 
Users remote from Ottawa are thus able to search the world’s scientific 
and  technical l i terature a n d  quickly determine what has been 
published during the past four to five years in all the major fields of 
science and technology. The  program differs from similar systems in 
other countries particularly because it is national in scope and can be 
accessed in both French and English. 
T h e  National Science Library also serves the Health Sciences 
Resource Centre of Canada, and  in collaboration Ivith the U.S. 
National Library of Medicine provides medical communities through 
ten MEDLINE centers direct access to the contents of 2,400 medical 
journals.  I t  maintains a center for  translating foreign language 
scientific papers into English o r  French. Its pollution data base covers 
world literature published since September 1968. The  reference and 
research staff, using both computerized and manual methods, carries 
out literature searches and compiles bibliographies. The  NSL serves as 
a national lending library and provides loans and photocopies of 
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material not available in other parts of Canada. These requests are 
currently processed at the rate of approximately 600 each working day. 
The  library publishes a wide variety of reference tools designed to 
facilitate the use of Canadian scientific and technical literature; for 
example, it offers a Directory of Canadian Scientific and Technical 
Periodicals, a directory of Scientific and Technical Societies of Canada, and a 
periodic Bibliography of Scientific Policy, RPsearch and Development in 
Canada. Finally, the NSL serves as the national referral center o r  last 
resort when seekers of scientific and technical information do  not 
know whom to contact, o r  when local resources are inadequate. 
New quarters for the NSL were officially opened in October 1974; 
they were designed to utilize the latest mechanized techniques to 
facilitate t he  s torage ,  re t r ieval  a n d  disseminat ion of  
information-essentially making it  unnecessary for  seekers of 
information to leave their home base. The  library’s four stories of 
stacks have a capacity of 2 million volumes. During the construction of 
the new building, steps were taken by the NRC to develop an  
organization which would more clearly indicate its responsibility for 
the development of a national network of STI services. A division for 
Scientific and  Technical Information Senice was established, and the 
building was named the Canada Institute for Scientific and Technical 
Information. The  complex of services and activities performed by the 
National Science Library will be continued. Other  services to be 
continued through CISTI are the alerting, searching and delivery 
systems for pre-evaluated published information provided through 
the technical information service; this information is directed 
primarily to small and medium-size industry. Through the union of 
these two services, the NRC is even better equipped to be a leader in 
developing new methods for the dissemination of information and to 
fulfill its mission as planner, promoter, and major participant in the 
evolving Canadian network of scientific and technical services. 
T h e  activities and  services provided by CISTI  a re  based o n  
coordinated cooperation and are: reference and research-unified 
literature searching service; photocopying and  interlibrary loan 
service; CAN/ SD I-Canadian selective dissemination of information; 
CAN/OLE-Canadian on-line enquiry;  MEDLARS/MEDLINE 
service; health sciences resource center; union list of scientific serials 
in Canadian libraries; information exchange center for federally 
funded  research in universities; pollution information project; 
translations services and translation index; depository of unpublished 
data; LJNESCOiUNISIST-cooperative services; U.Y.  international 
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re fer ra l  seri.ice for  sources of  environmental  in format ion;  
publications to facilitate the use of Canadian resources in the fields of 
science and  technology; information services for  small and  
m e d iu m -si ze d in dust ry -d e1i v e r y o f p re -e v a lu a te  d p ubl is h e d 
information, field offices in each province, CANiTAP (Canadian 
technological awareness program), CANiSRP (Canadian subject 
retrieval program);  and  library resources to complement and  
supplement related resources in Canada and to support CISTI services 
and NRC activities. 
Looking ahead, Brown observes that: “In the future, as now, CISTI 
will place increasing emphasis on innovation and in carrying out 
research leading to the development of new techniques to facilitate the 
dissemination and transfer of information in Canada. It is hoped that 
CISTI will be relieved of many of the problems relating to strictly 
‘Library’ operations by being able to depend on bibliographical 
standards, cooperative cataloguing, cooperative acquisitions and 
similar activities now being developed by the National Library.”” 
A selective group of cooperative undertakings within the provinces 
as well as nationwide are detailed in Canadian Library Sjistems and 
Netuorks; Their Planning and Deuelopment ,which includes papers on the 
Atlantic provinces, Quebec, Ontario, the Prairies, and  British 
Columbia. These papers were prepared for a CLA symposium on 
library systems and networks in Winnipeg, June 23, 1974. In  the 
symposium summary, Basil Stuart-Stubbs points out that Canada does 
not yet have a national network but is capable of developing one 
because of manageable geography, the small population and the 
friendly communications between members of the Canadian library 
community. In his opinion, the needs of a national network are 
five-fold: community cooperation, an accepted plan, agreement on 
standards, money and legislation. Meanwhile, Canada moves toward a 
national scheme and membership in international ones by solving 
regional and interregional programs with imagination and expertise. 
Interlibrary loan and location requests are handled by TELEX, 
TWST,  telephone and mail. Mail deliveries are uncertain, so the 
university libraries of Ontario and Quebec have organized motorized 
delivery systems, with the National Library serving as the transfer 
point from one system to the other. Thus, the delivery of borrowed 
items and/or duplicated materials is hastened. A provincial academic 
library to support the studies of all Ontario universities engaged in 
graduate research has been established in Toronto-the John Robarts 
Library, directed by Robert Blackburn. The  nucleus collection is that 
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of the 1Jniversity of Toronto. Study rooms, carrels and automated 
services are available for out-of-town faculty and students. 
I n  British Columbia a new academic organization-TRIIJL 
(Tri-[Jniversity Libraries)-appeared in 1970. It is a coordinating 
agency for a variety of matters of  mutual interest and concern to Simon 
Fraser University, the [Jniversity of British Columbia, and the 
IJniversity of Victoria. Although TRIIJL in its present form has no 
legal identity, is not officially recognized by its parent institutions and 
thus cannot be publicly funded for research capability o r  other 
functions, the interest and enthusiasm engendered among the 
professional staff of the three institutions is such that this voluntary 
enterprise has accomplished perhaps more in its three and one-half 
years than it might have done in a longer period as an official 
institution. Structurally, TRI l iL  works on a system of standing 
committees and subcommittees which in turn create ad hoc committees 
and task forces. 
The  three university librarians and the members of the four main 
committees of TRIIJL meet twice each year for two-day sessions in 
which the working units report on their assignments from the previous 
session and the entire group discusses a wide range of topics of interest 
primarily to academic libraries, but often expanding to involve library 
services in general as they affect one another. It has become a general 
rule to invite to these sessions representatives of the Vancouver and 
Victoria Municipal Libraries, the Library Development Commission, 
the Academic Board of British Columbia, and the libraries of the 
community colleges. TRIIJL is an original grouping of interests of 
three fast-growing academic libraries that has evolved into a structure 
with its own life and purpose. 
The  300 special libraries in Canada have not been mentioned 
specifically here other than in a reference to the law and theater 
libraries. All are active in interlibrary lending and in particular in 
undertakings relating to fields of information of interest to their firms, 
faculties, and/or associations. They have cooperated in the compilation 
of directories of special libraries and of special library collections. In 
addition, the map librarians are sponsoring several cooperative 
projects. 
The  area of library cooperation in Canada is so active that only the 
highlights could be mentioned in this article. In  the deliberate fashion 
which marks the Canadian character, the nation has moved-through 
voluntary cooperation, the recommendations of a Royal Commission, 
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and dynamic leadership-into an era marked by coordinated 
cooperation. The future looks hopeful; the difficulties ahead do not 
appear insurmountable, particularly if necessary changes can be made 
in the federal-provincial agreements governing education. In the 
meantime cooperative enterprise flourishes. 
Assistance is gratefully acknowledged to Jack E.  Brown and  Rudy Penner. 
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